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Biocompatible construction, 
renewable energy, sustainable living:

Trentino is a green land,
by nature and at heart.

A green land
knows how
to cultivate
its future.
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Over time, the obligations and requirements linked to 

safeguarding the extraordinary environmental heritage of 

the Province have become a powerful stimulus for devel-

oping new ways of conceiving, producing and selling goods 

and services, capable of combining innovation and envi-

ronmental sustainability. This is why Trentino can today 

boast excellent technological knowledge and produc-

tion know-how in the field of green technology and 

in particular sustainable wood buildings, renew-

able energy and so-called smart technologies 

associated with sustainable mobility. Today 

Trentino is the second Region in Italy in 

terms of the production of clean en-

ergy, producing energy exceeding its 

effective daily requirements with 

its hydroelectric power stations. 

Preserving and enhancing the natural environment in Trentino: 
an obligation which has become an opportunity

RENEWABLE ENERGY IN TRENTINO 

385 	 hydroelectric power plants

16 	 district heating biomass power plants

3 	 wind power plants

0.25 m2	 solar thermal systems per inhabitant

126 	 Watt energy supplied per inhabitant by photovoltaic panels

1 	 motorway corridor (A22) with systems under construction for the production and distribution of hydrogen 
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www.habitech.it

www.gbcitalia.org

www.habitech.it

www.gbcitalia.org

The expertise of Trentino businesses and research centres in the field 

of “green” technology was recognised by the Italian Ministry for Uni-

versities and Scientific Research with the setting up in 2006 of the 

first Italian technological district in the environmental technology sec-

tor. “Habitech”, the “Trentino Energy & Environment District”, aims to 

integrate the know-how of the University, laboratories, research in-

stitutes, businesses and institutions. It encourages a symbiotic rela-

tionship between different experiences and facilitates experimentation 

of new combinations of knowledge and technology, to improve ways of 

living and assist with urban and territorial planning. Habitech is a centre of 

excellence, made up of more than 300 businesses, research institutes and 

public agencies, with a total of 8,000 employees and a turnover of around a 

billion euro. Habitech is also a founder member of Green Building Council (GBC) 

Italia, a sustainable building network based in Rovereto, which developed and pre-

sented Italian LEED certification in April 2010, the first case of national “localisation” 

of the most widespread rating system in the world for the sustainability of buildings. 

turnover	of	Habitech	members workers	in	businesses	located	in
the	Habitech	district

The first Italian technological district for sustainable building and renewable energy in Trentino

turnover	of	Habitech	members

1 billion €

workers	in	businesses	located	in
the	Habitech	district

8,000
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www.legnotrentino.it       www.filieralegno.provincia.tn.it 

Porphyry and wood firms also back the supply chain

WOOD/ENERGY SECTOR 

1,000 companies in the wood/energy production chain

450 million euro company turnover (6% of Provincial GDP)

STONE/ PORPHYRY SECTOR 

480 companies operating in the stone sector

5.3 million tons produced annually

Increasing integration of the forest-wood-energy supply 

chain has also been promoted. There are over 1,000 compa-

nies in this industry, with 4,600 employees and a turnover of 

450 million euro, equivalent to 6% of provincial GDP. The in-

tention is to promote the whole Trentino wood supply chain, 

concentrating particularly on the opportunities offered by 

sustainable wood buildings. In the wooden structure building 

sector, Trentino can count on the “SOFIE” patents, relating to 

a construction system developed and tested by “CNR-Ivalsa” 

in collaboration with the Autonomous Province of Trento. 

This is based on a wooden load-bearing structure, made up 

of solid cross-layered wood panels (X-LAM technology) of-

fering high mechanical performance combined with low en-

ergy consumption. It is a construction system which guar-

antees in particular high levels of protection against fire and 

earthquakes, as demonstrated by the surprising results ob-

tained in the test of the seven storey building carried out in 

Japan, where the structure succeeded in surviving unscathed 

an earthquake measuring 7.2 on the Richter scale, simulated 

in October 2007 using the Miki earthquake shaking table. 

The main standards defined by the SOFIE project are 

the basis of “ARCA - Architettura Comfort Ambiente” 

(Architecture Comfort Environment), the first certifi-

cation system for wooden buildings in Italy, launched 

by the Autonomous Province of Trento in 2011.

Habitech is not the only industrial cluster in Tren-

tino. Indeed the Trentino porphyry and stone 

district has been operational since 2009, incor-

porating more than 480 firms quarrying, work-

ing and marketing stone products (total annual 

production of 5 million tons). These companies 

employ more than 3,400 workers and have an 

overall turnover of around 481 million euro. www.pietretrentine.it

www.arcacert.com
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DOLOMITI ENERGIA

Value in millions of Euro 	 2008	 2009	 2010 

Turnover	 	 557	 649	 787

EbitDa	 	 91.4	 96.2	 116.6

Ebit	 	 48.7	 52.3	 69.5

Net income	 54.4	 69.6	 56.8

Urban waste: 80,000 tons/year of waste collected

Laboratory tests (water): 18,000 samples examined per year

Dolomiti Energia is one of the largest multi-utility 

companies in Italy and the leading company in 

Trentino; it is present in over than 200 munici-

palities, has more than 1,100 employees and 

had a turnover of 787 million euro in 2010. 

The company is a reliable partner for large 

scale projects in the field of renew-

able energy and green technology. 

Dolomiti Energia: 
a new player 
in international
 cooperation 
in the field 
of green tech 
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www.manifactor.it

The “Manifattura” project is transforming the former “Manifattura Ta-

bacchi” plant in Rovereto into a centre of industrial innovation focusing 

on green building, renewable energy and environmental technology. By fos-

tering businesses with a qualified workforce, the project – promoted and sup-

ported by the Autonomous Province of Trento – intends to give new life to the 

ageing Rovereto factory, in an environment designed to inspire innovation and cre-

ativity. The low environmental impact buildings, new or renovated, will act as a focal 

point for businesses in tune with key sustainability issues. By regenerating an ageing 

factory which was very significant in the industrial era, Trentino has reaffirmed the impor-

tance of environmental, economic and social sustainability as a basis for its future wellbeing.

The “Manifattura” project: green innovation factory

MANIFATTURA PROJECT 

3 	 sectors in which to develop innovative business initiatives:  	
	 renewable energy, green building and technology for the environment 

50	 number of businesses which could be based at the new Manifattura centre

60,000 m2	 covered surface area available to host green economy businesses, 
	 with state of the art infrastructures and highly customised services

100-1800 m2	 surface area of modules destined for companies, with flexible areas offering spaces ranging 
	 from individual open spaces to areas equipped for light industry

85% 	 reduction in CO2 emissions from electrical and thermal energy 

70% 	 reduction in the demand for primary non-renewable energy
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Cooperation, social cohesion and international solidarity,
open up immense horizons for this proud territory.

Together 
we can fly 

higher.
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536

www.ftcoop.it

The social and economic difficulties experi-

enced by many alpine areas after the Second 

world war was a major stimulus for the devel-

opment of cooperative societies in the prov-

ince as social and productive organisations. 

with a population of half a million inhabitants, 

Trentino has more than 227,000 cooperative 

society members. The widespread presence 

of cooperative societies throughout the prov-

ince makes Trentino a genuine “cooperative 

district” with few analogies around the world. 

The turnover of Trentino cooperative societies, 

which guarantee stable employment to more 

than 15,000 people, is 2 billion euro, while 

overall assets amount to 2.4 billion euro. The 

statistics illustrate the extent of the phenom-

enon: the market share of cooperative society 

businesses in the agriculture sector is almost 

90%, while it stands at 60% in the credit sector 

(“Casse Rurali”), and 38% in terms of consump-

tion (“famiglie Cooperative”). The turnover 

of cooperative societies exceeds 900 million 

euro. The world of volunteer organisations 

is linked to this movement, with more than 

5,000 associations and between 40,000 and 

50,000 volunteers active in fields ranging from 

social care to blood donation, health, first aid, 

environmental protection, sport and culture. 

turnover	of	the	Trentino	cooperative	system Cooperative	societies	and	Consortia	of	societies	operating	
in	Trentino

The Cooperative movement in Trentino: 
economic and social organisations

turnover	of	the	Trentino	cooperative	system

2 billion €
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www.trentinosolidarietà.it

INVESTING IN SOCIAL CAPITAL

227,000	 cooperative society members 

15,000	 people employed 

270	 	volunteer organisations involved in international cooperation 

0.25% 	 	of the Provincial GDP is the fixed quota of the public budget destined for cooperation and development 

As a result of its position, Trentino 

has always been a frontier land lying 

between different cultures, repre-

senting a place for the exchanging of 

both goods and ideas. This explains 

the high level of local and institu-

tional internationalisation, demon-

strated by the extended network of 

territorial and sector agreements 

promoted by the Provincial govern-

ment and other bodies extablished 

in the province. The European di-

mension is now reinforced by the 

Province’s participation in the Eure-

gio, a collaborative project extending 

beyond confines and frontiers, which 

also involves Tyrol and Alto Adige. 

The Euroregion shares a “common 

home” with its members: a single 

representative office at the Euro-

pean Union in Brussels.

Networking with Europe and the World 

International solidarity in Trentino

The ability to promote cohesion and develop social networks 

is also demonstrated in the concrete help provided to populations 

in difficulty and countries torn by conflict. This has been the main ob-

jective pursued by the Trentino economic and social system through the 

work of more than 270 volunteer organisations, particularly in the fields of 

dialogue between peoples, development of the cooperative movement in 

the poorest areas of the world and the promotion of human rights. A fixed 

quota of the Autonomous Province of Trento’s budget (at least 0.25%) is 

destined for international solidarity annually and numerous humanitar-

ian projects have been undertaken, above all in Africa, but also in Latin 

America, Asia and Eastern Europe. For historical reasons and due to its 

convictions, the Province is particularly in tune with those promot-

ing peaceful coexistence and values related to autonomy, from 

the Balkans to Tibet, not to mention various regions of Africa. 
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www.provincia.tn.it

TRENTINO
LA PICCOLA TERRA
DAI GRANDI NUMERI.
Innovazione, dinamismo economico, affidabilità finanziaria
e amministrativa, coesione sociale e qualità della vita.


